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More Activity Debate 


Y LITTLE tirade in Lead 
y| stacker number twenty-three 
be has taught me some valuable 
= lessons. First of all, I have 
realized how inept | am at expressing 
my own thoughts and converting them 
into print; and secondly, how someone 
can twist and warp my words into some- 
thing other than what I had intended. 
What follows are some direct quotes 
from one member who wrote me a rather 
heated letter. 

“John, I've read some trashy stuff but 
yours takes the cake! Who died and 
and made you king? To hear you talk 
JOHN HORN is the only person 
between the Atlantic and Pacific that 
amounts to anything!...I have never 
read anyone, that | can remember, in 
any of the BUNDLE who thinks as 
much of himself as you do... John, 
you are wrong! YOU DO NOT 
REALIZE ANYTHING about any- 
one else—their lapses in interests, their 
problems, a death of a spouse, their 
necessity to work for a living, any- 
thing at all! You are so concerned 
about yourself that no one else counts 


... Frankly I’m sorry someone con- 
vinced you to hang in there—you 
must have bought them something 
somewhere along the line . . . My 
stomach simply cannot stand such a 
towel-carrying pity party as #23 Jan. 
‘O91. If I see the LEADSTACKER in 
the next bundle and it doesn't carry an 
apology to the fine folks in the AAPA 
I won't be surprised but I certainly will 
be disappointed!” 

If I may, I would like to elaborate on 
that article in Leadstacker number 
twenty-~ three that upset this reader and 
either clarify what I tried to say or make 
even more enemies. 

My attack was not aimed at those 
members who publish occasionally, and 
I certainly do understand medical prob- 
lems, family problems, monetary prob- 
lems, other more pressing details in 
one’s life and I even understand lapses 
in interest, but I do not understand 
those who profess to care about this 
hobby but do not participate at alll 
There apparently are several members 
of both the AAPA and the APA who 
were (or still are) upset with what I 
said, but how many will take the time 
to publish a rebuttal or call me what- 
ever vile and nasty names they wish? 


Nothing would make me happier than 
to see several other tirades against this 
misdirected fool printer appear in the 
bundle. Do you really think I want you 
to resign your membership? No! I want 
you to participate! If I have to make 
you mad in order to get you moving, 
then so be it. If you resign your mem-~- 
bership, it just proves to me that you 
don't care enough about this hobby to 
become involved. Our hobby is in a 
decline because people won't take the 
time to participate. Participation is the 
key to this hobby. If you just sit there 
and glance at the items in the bundle 
every month, you're not an ajay, you re 
an ajay observer. If you own a hundred 
presses and thousands of fonts of type 
and don't use them, you're not a printer, 
youre a collector. If you own a ten 
thousand megabyte HAL 12000 com- 
puter with a zeon printer and all you do 
is stuff the bundles with bits of fluft 
clipped and copied trom magazines, 
then you're not a publisher, youre a 
computer and copier operator. Make 
some time for this hobby that you're 
supposed to be involved with. Do you 
care enough to become involved? Pub- 
lish, write, print, hold office, just do 
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something! Don't just sit there and 
grumble to yourself. I’m asking for sac-~ 
rifice here people; ['m asking for com-~ 
mitment. I want you to sacrifice much 
of that time spent in front of the tele- 
vision or at the card table or reading 
pulp novels and use that time to become 
active in ajay and/or hobby printing 
again. Don't be satisfied with medi- 
ocrity, don't just try to get by, don't 
just do the minimum, do your absolute 
best. Make an attempt to do an even 
better job than you think you're capable 
of doing or have done in the past. 

If you think John Horn is an egotisti- 
cal jerk and that you're just as good as 
that @#$*%6, PROVE IT! I dare you! 
Do you think John Horn doesn’t know 
what he’s talking about and that he 
needs to be shut up, tarred and feath~- 
ered, locked up, kicked out and excom- 
municated from ajay and hobby printing 
forever; well—you re gonna have to get 
involved to see it happen. I dare you to 
try. 

her were a couple of responses, 
in print, to my ranting and raving and 
the one that caught my attention the 
most was Jack Bond’s very reasoned 
response. Jack’s suggestion that I stick 


around another thirty years and then 
maybe I'll have enough credibility to 
comment on activity or inactivity, is 
probably correct. I would love to believe 
that some day I will become another 
Ralph Babcock, Russ Paxton, Lee 
Hawes, or Les Boyer. (I did note that 
the biggest bundle of late, and the one 
that got some not-so-active members to 
publish was in celebration of Les’ 100th 
issue and not the haranguing of a big- 
mouth printer.) In my defense, Jack, I 
would like to say that my tirade was 
also intended for the APA and that I 
have no complaints against Ken Davis’ 
work or that of any other mimeo- 
grapher. On the contrary, I couldn't 
care less how a journal was produced. 
What interests me first is what a person 
is trying to say, what they are trying to 
communicate to me. Am I an “elitist 
printer?” I hope not. Admittedly, I do 
think properly done letterpress printing 
is much nicer to look at than something 
typewritten or dot matrix printed, but 
believe me, I would much rather read 
something interesting or enlightening 
that was typewritten, dot matrix printed 
or even hand written, than some drivel 
impeccably printed on a hand press 
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using dampened, hand made paper and 
the most elegant of types. Content 
comes first, manner of presentation sec- 
ond, provided of course that it is legible. 
I have seen some things in the bundles 
that are totally illegible. 

I find it very sad when people tell me 
they read the bundle with a trash can 
at their side. I've heard this from several 
people, “I browse through the bundle 
and toss most of the stuff in the trash 
and keep the interesting journals.” So 
why would you bother with slogan 
cards, cute sayings, book marks, jelly 
labels and four sentence journals if most 
of the readers are going to trash them 
after one reading or not even read them 
at all? We (note, I said we) fail as ama- 
teur journalists if we do not hold the 
the readers’ attention or draw them into 
what were trying to communicate. | 
believe this is one of the reasons for the 
decline in our hobby. We fail to take 
ourselves seriously and we fail to inter- 
est our new members. We must excite 
them to the point of participation, and 
most of all, we should make our contri- 
butions to the bundles intriguing and 
significant enough to invite participation 
and communication between each other. 
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Answers From Che Experts 


=e] HAVE been castigated for not 
i) Al answering some of my mail and 
shall launch another tirade on 
another one of my favorite sub- 
jects. There are several of us who are 
very interested in printing and printing 
history. We study it, we have estab- 
lished reasonably good private libraries 
about printing, we write about it, we 
talk about it, some of us even live and 
breathe printing. Most of us didnt 
deliberately set out to become authorties 
on printing but just love it so much that 
we've absorbed lots of information. 
Most of us don't mind sharing our 
information and many of us love to 
_ show off our knowledge of the subject. 
But give us a break! If you would like 
us to identify a press or type face, give 
you a source for something, answer a 
question, or appraise an item, please 
help us. Here are a few tips that J think 
may get you a reply. First of all, the 
word ‘please’ would be nice to see in a 
request. he lack of this word indicates 
to me that you are demanding a reply. 
Secondly, give us some time. Don't 
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expect us to give you an immediate 
reply, don't even expect a timely reply. 
Research takes time, especially when 
information is scarce. Third, give us as 
much information as you have. If you 
want a piece of equipment identified or 
appraised, send some decent photos or 
as good a description as possible includ- 
ing any marks or numbers on the equip- 
ment. If you’re asking for identification 
of a type face, take the time to set a 
complete alphabet (including figures 
and punctuation) and make a good 
proof. If you don't have a proof press, 
take the time to lock it up and proof it 
on your platen press. If you don't take 
the time to proof the whole alphabet, 
how can you expect us to take the time 
to identify it for you? If there's a pin 
mark, let us know what it is; this hint is 
an excellent starting place for us to 
begin a search through specimen books. 
Fourth, send a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope. Many of us have computers 
and maintain an address data base and 
it's a very simple thing to print out an 
address label of your address but sev- 
eral of us don't have computers and then 
we have to look up your address and 
take more time to address an envelope. 


if you want us to take the time to do 
your research, write you a letter, maybe 
even make photocopies for you, don't 
expect us to foot the bill for the post- 
age too. Of course, I certainly wouldn't 
ask a stamped, self-addressed envelope 
of my friends and those who I corre- 
spond with on regular basis. 

Extend some courtesy to us and have 
some patience with us. Were busy 
people, we usually have our noses stuck 
in some book or fingers in a filthy type 
case or greasy hands all over a press or 
are on the road hauling back some trea~- 
sure to our shops. Remember also that 
yours was not the only request that we 
received today or this week. 


Cupograpbic Playground 


SIN KEEPING with the stated pur- 
pose of this journal to be a plat- 
form for typographic experimen-~- 
tation by the printer, once again 

the printer will try his hand at typo- 

graphic basketweaving. My attempt 

this time will be to discover what I can 

do with just one typographic unit. The 

unit I’ve chosen is relatively simple and 

is six by twenty-four points in size: 
eee0 

I'll start out simple and won't go into 

an lengthy explanation of what I did to 

get a particular pattern. I believe you'll 

- — to figure out what I did by your- 
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tice again T must apologize for the pitiful 
typesetting in this journal. With text 
lines running upbill and down, and a type: 
face too wide for the measure resulting in 
laughable word spacing, T am beginning to 
have my doubts about this new technology. | 
Tf my few readers will bear with me, I’m sure 


to work all these problems: out, cues ae 
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